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PORTUGAL

Most of Portugal lies between the western edge of the plateau and
the Atlantic. To the north it consists principally of highlands, a portion
of which is a western extension of the central plateau. In the south
plains predominate, although occasional highland areas appear. The
whole area lies open to the winds of the Atlantic, and enjoys more
rainfall and less seasonal variations in temperature than most of the
rest of the peninsula. This favorable climate and the large areas of level
land provide conditions well suited for agriculture. Like Spain, it
contains a considerable variety of mineral wealth. Iron, tin, wolfram,
copper, and tungsten are all found in commercial quantities. While its
harbors are not numerous, some, such as Lisboa (Lisbon) and Porto
(Oporto), are excellent, and provide outlets for the products of the
country.

In spite of these natural advantages, the nation is the most back-
ward in Europe. The most capable people live in the densely settled
northern section, but the mixed population of the south is extremely
backward. In spite of the fact that the great majority of the population
of the country is engaged in agriculture, over half of the total area is
uncultivated. This is clue partially to lack of initiative and partially to
inadequate transportation facilities. Even in the cultivated areas meth-
ods are primitive and yields low. As a consequence, the nation does not
produce enough to feed its own people, and considerable amounts of
food must be imported each year.

Wheat, corn and rye are the principal cereal crops, and are most
important to the south of the Tajo. However, the vine and the olive
are the most characteristic products. Wine and olive oil form im-
portant exports, but the latter suffers from primitive methods of
manufacture. The port wines of the north are of excellent quality, and
are in wide demand, The cork oak is common to nearly all sections of
the country, and Portugal normally furnishes nearly half of the world's
supply of cork. The oak forests also provide food for a considerable
number of swine, and sheep are grazed on the highland areas, espe-
cially in the north,

Lack of transportation facilities and backward economic condi-
tions have handicapped the development of mineral wealth, and what
exploitation takes place is carried on principally by foreigners.

Fishing ranks next to agriculture in importance, and furnishes
about one-fifth of the nation's exports, A portion of the shore popula-